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T h i s  d e v o t i o n a l  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e
l e a d e r s  o f  C l i m b e r s  f o r  C h r i s t  j u s t
f o r  y o u .  E n c o u r a g i n g  J e s u s - f o l l o w e r s
a n d  u s i n g  o u r  l o v e  o f  c l i m b i n g  a s  a n
o u t r e a c h  f o r  C h r i s t  i s  h o w  t h i s  w h o l e
t h i n g  s t a r t e d  b a c k  i n  t h e  ‘ 8 0 s .  O u r
v i s i o n  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  i t  a l w a y s  w a s :
W e  e x i s t  s o  t h a t  e v e r y  c l i m b e r  m a y
h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e
a n d  f o l l o w  J e s u s .

J o i n  u s  i n  r e a d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s
d e v o t i o n a l  t h a t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p
y o u  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  G o d  a n d  h o w  H e
h e l p s  u s  f i n d  t h e  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n
g r i t  a n d  g r a c e  w i t h i n  o u r  c l i m b i n g
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

W e ’ r e  s o  g l a d  y o u  f o u n d
u s . . .
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T h e  w o r d  g r i t  g e t s  a  l o t  o f  m i l e a g e  t h e s e  d a y s  a n d
I ’ m  h e r e  f o r  i t .  T h e  i d e a  o f  p a s s i o n  a n d

p e r s e v e r a n c e  a s  s u s t a i n e d  e f f o r t  d e s p i t e
c h a l l e n g e s ,  f a i l u r e s ,  a n d  t h e  m u n d a n e  r e s o n a t e s

w i t h  t h e  c l i m b i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  ( h o w  m a n y  t i m e s  a m  I
g o i n g  t o  p e e l  o f f  o f  ‘ Z e b r a  D i r e c t ’  a t  S m i t h  R o c k

b e f o r e  I  s e n d  i t ? ) .  I t  a l s o  r e s o n a t e s  w i t h  l i f e  a s  a
f o l l o w e r  o f  J e s u s :  C a n  I  r e a l l y  d o  i t  l i k e  t h a t  o t h e r
C h r i s t i a n ?  T h e y ’ r e  s o  g o o d ,  w i s e ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d !

A n d  t h e  w a y  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e  i n  m y  j o b ,  v o l u n t e e r
t i m e ,  o r  ‘ m i n i s t r y ’  i s  s o  h a r d !

J o s h u a  s t e p s  i n t o  t h e  ( f i g u r a t i v e l y  m a s s i v e )  s a n d a l s
o f  M o s e s  w i t h  p r o b a b l y  t h e  s a m e  q u e s t i o n s .  H o w  d o
I  d o  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  I ’ v e  c l e a r l y  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  f o r ?

A n d  G o d  s a y s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  a n y  g o o d  s p o t t e r  o r
b e l a y e r :  “ I ’ v e  g o t  y o u ,  g o  d o  t h e  t h i n g ! ”

L i f e  i n  t h e  W a y  o f  C h r i s t  -  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  w e  a r e
h u m b l e  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  e n o u g h  t o  s h a r e  t h e  H o p e  o f
C h r i s t  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  h o n e s t y ,  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d

l o v e  -  i s  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  s o m e  g r i t .
P r a y e r :  G o d ,  o u r  c r e a t o r ,  p r o v i d e r  a n d  s u s t a i n e r ,  I
w a n t  t o  b e  l i k e  y o u :  l o v i n g ,  c o u r a g e o u s ,  k i n d  a n d

f u l l  o f  m e r c y  &  g r a c e .  I  w a n t  o t h e r s  t o  k n o w  y o u  a n d
I  w a n t  t o  d o  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  o f  f o l l o w i n g  y o u  a n d

i n v i t i n g  o t h e r s  i n t o  t h e  j o u r n e y .  G r a n t  m e  t h e
c o u r a g e ,  g r i t ,  a n d  g r a c e  t o  f o l l o w  y o u  w e l l .

Wr i t ten  by  E l i  Con lee
CFC Execu t i ve  Di rec to r
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“ I  w i l l  no t  abandon  you  o r  l eave  you
a lone .  Be  s t rong  and  b rave”  Joshua  1 : 1 -9



T h e  r e a l  a d v e n t u r e  i n  c l i m b i n g  i s  n o t  f o u n d  i n  w h a t
w e  a l r e a d y  k n o w ,  b u t  i n  w h a t  w e  d i s c o v e r .  W e  w a r m
u p  o n  c l i m b s  w e  h a v e  d o n e  m a n y  t i m e s  a n d  t h e r e  i s
l i t t l e  m y s t e r y  t h e r e .  T h e  r e a l  j o u r n e y  b e g i n s  o n  t h e

r o u t e s  t h a t  l e a v e  u s  w o n d e r i n g .  “ W h i c h  f o o t h o l d
w o r k s ? ” -  “ W i l l  t h a t  b e t a  w o r k  f o r  m e ? ”  -  “ A m  I  e v e n
s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  s e n d ? ”  E a c h  q u e s t i o n  p u l l s  u s  i n t o

a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  r e v e a l s  m o r e  t h a n  s i m p l e  a n s w e r s .
T h e y  y i e l d  d i s c o v e r i e s  t h a t  s h a p e  u s .  G o d  i n v i t e s  u s
i n t o  t h a t  s a m e  k i n d  o f  d i s c o v e r y  w i t h  H i m .  F o l l o w i n g

J e s u s  i s  n o t  a  f i x e d  p a t h  w i t h  e v e r y  s t e p  m a p p e d
o u t .  I t  i s  a  s t o r y  w h e r e  e a c h  u n k n o w n  b e c o m e s  a

c h a n c e  t o  l e a r n  H i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t r u s t  H i s  c a r e .  W e
m a y  n o t  s e e  e v e r y t h i n g  a h e a d ,  b u t  w e  c a n  b e  s u r e  o f

t h i s :  G o d  d o e s  n o t  a b a n d o n  u s  i n  t h e  u n k n o w n .  H e
w a l k s  w i t h  u s  a n d  g u i d e s  u s  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  p a r t  o f

t h e  a d v e n t u r e .
P r a y e r :  G o d ,  h e l p  m e  t o  s e e  w h e r e  I  c a n  l e a r n  m o r e

a b o u t  y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  y o u  p u t  m e  o n .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  w a l k i n g  w i t h  m e  a n d  l e a d i n g  m e

t h r o u g h  t h e  u n k n o w n .

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you
great and unsearchable things you do not know.”

Jeremiah 33:3

Wr i t ten  by  Wi l son  McKay
CFC Men to rsh ip  and  Ou t reach  Coord ina to rPage 4



“No temptation has overtaken you except what is
common to mankind. And God is faithful; He will

not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, He will also
provide a way out so that you can endure it.”

 1 Corinthians 10:13

C l i m b i n g  i s  a l l  a b o u t  p u s h i n g  a g a i n s t  g r a v i t y .  N o
m a t t e r  w h o  y o u  a r e ,  g r a v i t y  i s  a l w a y s  w o r k i n g  t o
p u l l  y o u  o f f  t h e  r o c k .  E v e r y  m o v e  o n  a  r o u t e  i s  a

s m a l l  a c t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t
n e v e r  l e t s  u p .  L i f e  h a s  a  s i m i l a r  p u l l .  T h e r e  a r e

f o r c e s  t h a t  t u g  u s  t o w a r d  s h o r t c u t s ,  s e l f i s h
c h o i c e s ,  a n d  h a b i t s  w e  k n o w  w i l l  n o t  l e a d  u s

w h e r e  w e  w a n t  t o  g o .  W e  c a l l  t h i s  o u r  s i n  n a t u r e .
S i n  p r o m i s e s  e a s e ,  b u t  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a v e s  u s  m o r e

s t u c k  o r  e m p t y  t h a n  b e f o r e .  W h e n  w e  f e e l  t h a t
t e m p t a t i o n  t o  s i n ,  w e  s t i l l  g e t  t o  c h o o s e  h o w  w e

r e s p o n d .  D o  w e  g i v e  i n  a n d  l e t  i t  t a k e  u s  d o w n ,  o r
d o  w e  f i g h t  u p w a r d  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  f o c u s  a n d

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w e  u s e  w h e n  t r y i n g  t o  s e n d  o u r
p r o j e c t ?

P r a y e r :  G o d ,  o p e n  m y  e y e s  t o  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  a r o u n d
m e  a n d  s h o w  m e  h o w  t o  s t a y  o n  Y o u r  r o u t e .   

Wr i t t en  by  Wi l son  McKay
CFC Men to rsh ip  and  Ou t reach  Coord ina to rPage 5



“Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do
not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have

Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children for

Abraham.” Matthew 3:8-9

T h e  P h a r i s e e s  a n d  S a d d u c e e s  w a t c h e d  o t h e r s
c o n f e s s  s i n  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  d i d n ’ t  n e e d  t o .  J o h n

t h e  B a p t i s t  r e m i n d e d  t h e m  t h a t  G o d  c a n  r a i s e  u p
H i s  p e o p l e  f r o m  s t o n e s — t r u e  f a i t h  c o m e s  f r o m

t r a n s f o r m e d  h e a r t s .
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  w a l k e d  w i t h  J e s u s  a  l o n g  t i m e ,

c o m p l a c e n c y  c a n  q u i e t l y  g r o w .  I f  w e  l o n g  f o r
r e v i v a l ,  i t  b e g i n s  w i t h  h o n e s t  c o n f e s s i o n .  W h e n  a

c l i m b e r  g o e s  o f f  r o u t e ,  t h e  b e s t  m o v e  i s  t o
p a u s e ,  a s s e s s ,  a n d  t u r n  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r e s s  o n  i n

p r i d e .  E x p e r i e n c e  a l o n e  w o n ’ t  k e e p  y o u
s a f e — r e p e n t a n c e  w i l l .  R e v i v a l  a l w a y s  s t a r t s  w h e n

w e  t u r n  b a c k .

P r a y e r :  F a t h e r ,  s h o w  m e  w h e r e  I ’ v e  d r i f t e d  o f f
r o u t e .  H e l p  m e  t u r n  b a c k  q u i c k l y  a n d  t r u s t  Y o u r

s t e a d y  h a n d  s o  m y  l i f e  b e a r s  f r u i t  f o r  Y o u .

Wr i t t en  by  Emma Capu long
Lad ies  o f  CFC Leade rPage 6



“For since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes, that is, His eternal power and

divine nature, have been clearly perceived,
being understood by what has been made, so
that they are without excuse.” Romans 1:20

G o d  r e v e a l e d  H i m s e l f  i n  c r e a t i o n .  H u m a n i t y
i n s t i n c t i v e l y  s e n s e s  H i s  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  i s  t h e r e f o r e

“ w i t h o u t  e x c u s e ”  f o r  t u r n i n g  a w a y  f r o m  H i m .
E v e r y t h i n g  a r o u n d  u s  p r o c l a i m s  H i s  g o o d n e s s .

C r e a t i o n  i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  y e t  f r a g i l e  i n  h u m a n  h a n d s .
M a n y  w h o  l o v e  o n l y  c r e a t i o n  r e m a i n

u n f u l f i l l e d ,  a l w a y s  c h a s i n g  t h e  n e x t  a c h i e v e m e n t ,
r o u t e ,  o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  m a k e  i t  a l l  f e e l  w o r t h

s o m e t h i n g .
H e  h a s  s e t  e t e r n i t y  i n  o u r  h e a r t s — a  s p a c e  o n l y  H e

c a n  f i l l .  A s  b e l i e v e r s ,  w e  h e l p  m a k e  H i m
k n o w n ,  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  “ u n k n o w n  G o d ”  ( A c t s  1 7 : 2 3 )

t h r o u g h  w h a t  H e ’ s  d o n e  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  T h e
O n e  w h o  h o l d s  t h e  s t a r s  i s  s o v e r e i g n  i n  t h e  c h a o s

a n d  s t i l l  c o u n t s  e v e r y  h a i r  o n  y o u r  h e a d .

P r a y e r :  F a t h e r ,  r e m i n d  m e  t h a t  Y o u  a r e  m y  s u m m i t .
H e l p  m e  s h a r e  Y o u r  p u r p o s e  w i t h  o t h e r s .

Wr i t t en  by  Emma Capu long
Lad ies  o f  CFC Leade rPage 7



“and what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with

your God.” Micah 6:8

Wr i t ten  by  Mike  Sande fu r
CFC Chap la in

    I  don ’ t  know abou t  you  bu t  I  f i nd  i t  ha rd  to  do
a l l  t h ree  o f  t hose .  Bu t  fo r  us  to  do  “good”  as  God

desc r ibes  i t  we  need  a l l  t h ree .  And  t ha t  i s  t he  c r ux
o f  t he  ma t te r .  I  l i ke  j u s t ice  fo r  o the rs  and  I  l ove
mercy  fo r  me .  I  s t r ugg le  wi t h  t he  need  fo r  God ’ s
j us t ice  i n  my  l i f e  and  H is  me rcy  fo r  t hose  I  am  a t
odds  wi th .  Tha t ’ s  whe re  t he  hum i l i t y  rea l l y  comes

in to  p lay .  Bu t  can  I  humb ly  admi t  t ha t  I  am
dese rv ing  o f  God 's  j u s t i ce  fo r  my  ac t ions?  And

because  I  know I ’ ve  rece ived  H is  me rcy ,  d i sp lay
the  same  toward  t hose  I  t h i nk  dese rve  j u s t ice?  

P raye r :  God ,  t hank  you  fo r  t he  j u s t ice  and  t he
mercy  o f  t he  c ross .  He lp  me  to  humb ly  love  t hose

a round  me  as  you  love  t hem .
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 “The Lord is my strength! He will make me as
surefooted as the deer.” Habakkuk 3:19

Wr i t ten  by  Mike  Sande fu r
CFC Chap la in

    I f  on l y  I  was  as  su re foo ted  as  t he  moun ta in
goa ts  I  see  wh i le  ou t  i n  t he  Cascades !  And  I ’ l l

f r ee ly  admi t  t ha t  my  foo twork  i s  a  c l imb ing
weakness  I  cons tan t l y  t r y  to  imp rove .  Bu t  t h i s  i s

rea l l y  abou t  t he  s teps  o f  l i f e .  Psa lm  1 19  ta l ks
abou t  H is  word  l i gh t i ng  ou r  pa ths .  He re  we  f i nd

tha t  God  doesn ’ t  j u s t  l i gh t  t he  way ,  He  a l so  g i ves
us  t he  s t reng th  and  sk i l l  t o  ac t ua l l y  wa lk  i t  ou t .

L i f e  i s  f u l l  o f  t h i ngs  t ha t  cause  us  to  s t umb le  bu t
God  t h rough  H is  Sp i r i t  makes  i t  poss ib le  fo r  us  to

s tay  s teady  and  su re foo ted .

P raye r :  Thank  you  Fa the r  fo r  t he  g i f t  o f  You r  Sp i r i t
t ha t  makes  i t  poss ib le  fo r  me  to  nav iga te  each  day ,

he lp  me  to  t r us t  i n  you r  gu idance .
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“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God.” ‭‭

1 Corinthians‬  10 : 31

Wr i t ten  by  Mike  Sande fu r
CFC Chap la in

I  u sed  to  fee l  l i ke  t h i s  ve rse  was  a  heavy  we igh t
because  I  was  and  am so  keen ly  aware  o f  how
poor l y  I  do  t h i s .  The  rea l i t y  i s  t ha t  I  need  t he

p resence  and  power  o f  God  i n  me  to  t r u l y  g i ve  H im
g lo ry  i n  a l l  t h i ngs .  H is  g lo ry  i sn ’ t  dependen t  on  me .
Bu t  He  can  and  wi l l  u se  even  my  poo res t  e f fo r t s  to

b r i ng  H imse l f  g lo ry .  So  le t ’ s  wa lk  fo rward  i n  t he
f reedom tha t  H is  Sp i r i t  b r i ngs  and  le t  H im  use  us  to

d isp lay  H is  g lo ry  to  t he  wor ld  a round  us  wi t hou t
t he  p ressu re  t ha t  we  need  to  make  i t  happen .  

P raye r :  Thank  you  Lo rd  fo r  a lways  do ing  wha t  i s
good ,  r i gh t ,  and  pe r fec t  even  when  I  don ’ t .  
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“From the ends of the earth I call to you,
    I call as my heart grows faint;

    lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”
Psalm 61:2

Wr i t ten  by  Jed  Johnson
CFC Board  Member

   To  me ,  t he  ve rse  has  two  mean ings .  I f  you  on ly
look  a t  t he  pa r t  we  quo te  on  t he  o ld  CFC

carab ine r ,  " Lead  me  to  t he  Rock  t ha t  i s  h i ghe r  t han
I "  i t  so r t  o f  app l ies  to  t he  good  t imes  and  when  you

fee l  a t  you r  bes t .  I t ' s  a  rem inde r  t ha t  t he  Lo rd  i s
s t i l l  b i gge r  and  mo re  impo r tan t  and  be t te r  t han  you .

Bu t ,  i f  you  look  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  ve rse ,
"F rom t he  ends  o f  t he  ea r t h  I  ca l l  t o  you ,  I  ca l l  as
my  hea r t  g rows  fa in t "  i t  app l ies  to  t he  bad  t imes ,
when  you  fee l  a t  you r  wors t .  I t ' s  a  rem inde r  t ha t
t he  Lo rd  i s  b igge r  t han  you r  p rob lems  and  t ha t

t he re ' s  hope  ahead  fo r  you  i f  you  j u s t  f o l l ow His
lead .

P raye r :  Dea r  Lo rd ,  p lease  gu ide  me  i n  a l l  my  work ,
f am i l y  l i f e ,  and  soc ia l  l i f e  to  fo l l ow you ,  The  Rock .

Amen .
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Daniel Chapter 3

Wr i t ten  by  Jed  Johnson
CFC Board  Member

A ren ’ t  t he re  t imes  i n  ou r  l i ves  when  we ’ re  ca l led  to
bow down to  some th ing?  Whe the r  i t ’ s  a  cu l t u ra l  ho t

top ic ,  wea l t h ,  p r ide ,  wha teve r  ido l  i s  t h rown  i n
f ron t  o f  you ,  we  a re  ca l led  to  worsh ip  Jesus ,  and
on ly  Jesus .  Hanan iah ,  Mishae l ,  and  Aza r iah  (a l so

known as  Shad rach ,  Meshach ,  and  Abednego)  were
p ressu red  to  bow down to  a  go lden  s ta t ue  o f

Nebuchadnezza r  and  re f used .  A f te r  be ing  t h rown
in to  t he  f i e ry  f u r nace ,  Nebuchadnezza r  l eap t  to  h i s

fee t  and  sa id ,  “ I  see  fou r  men  wa lk i ng  a round  i n
t he  f i r e…  and  t he  fou r t h  l ooks  l i ke  a  son  o f  t he

gods . ”  We  wi l l  have  t r i a l s  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  bu t  p lease
know tha t  God  wi l l  wa lk  t h rough  t he  f i r e  wi t h  us

and  we ’ l l  eme rge  on  t he  o the r  s ide  unsca thed .

P raye r :  Dea r  Lo rd ,  p lease  g ive  me  cou rage  to  s tand
f i rm  on  t he  Word  o f  God  aga ins t  t he  cu l t u ra l  i do l s

o f  ou r  t ime  and  no t  bow down to  t hem .  Amen .
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" I  have  been  c r uc i f i ed  wi th  Ch r i s t ;  i t  i s  no
longe r  I  who  l i ve ,  bu t  Ch r i s t  l i ves  i n  me ;  and
the  l i f e  I  now l i ve  i n  t he  f l esh  I  l i ve  by  fa i t h

i n  t he  Son  o f  God ,  who  loved  me  and  gave
h imse l f  f o r  me . "  Ga la t ians  2 :20

T h i s  v e r s e  h a s  b e e n  o f  f a v o r i t e  o f  m i n e  f o r  y e a r s
a n d  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  w r i t t e n  b y  P a u l  a s  a  m i n i  g o s p e l

r e m i n d e r .  B u t  i f  w e  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e
t h i s  v e r s e  t o  b e  t r u e ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e  d e e p l y

i m p a c t e d  b y  i t s  m e a n i n g .  C h r i s t ’ s  s a c r i f i c e  m e a n s
w e  g e t  t o  s h e d  o u r  f l e s h l y  d e s i r e s  a n d  l i v e  a  l i f e

b e t t e r  t h a n  w e  e v e r  d r e a m e d  w i t h  H i m .  T h i s  r e a l i t y
s h o u l d  c h a n g e  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  u s  -  t h e  w a y  w e
w o r k ,  t r e a t  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  e v e n  h o w  w e  a c t  a t
t h e  c r a g .  W e  g e t  t o  c a r r y  t h a t  j o y  w i t h  u s  t h r o u g h

o u r  e v e r y d a y  l i v e s .  T h e  n e x t  t i m e  y o u  g e t  c u t  o f f  o n
y o u r  r o u t e ,  s h o w  t h a t  c l i m b e r  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  i n  y o u

a n d  g i v e  t h e m  s o m e  g r a c e .  

P r a y e r :  L o r d ,  I  p r a y  t h a t  o u r  h u m a n  m i n d s  c o m e
b a c k  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  e v e r y d a y  a s  w e  g o
t h r o u g h  o u r  d a i l y  c o m m i t m e n t s .  I  p r a y  t h a t  w e  a r e

a l w a y s  i n  a w e  o f  Y o u  a n d  Y o u r  S o n ’ s  s a c r i f i c e  a n d
w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  m o l d e d  i n t o  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  c a l l

u s  t o  b e .  



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3

J e s u s  s e t  a s i d e  h i s  G o d - w e a l t h  a n d  s t o o d  i n
s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  o u t c a s t s ,  s t r a n g e r s ,

m a r g i n a l i z e d  a n d  s t r u g g l i n g  -  t h e  f o l k s  w e
b u m p  i n t o  a t  t h e  g y m  o r  c r a g .   J e s u s  f e d ,
l o v e d  a n d  a t t e n d e d  t o  t h o s e  a r o u n d  h i m

w i t h o u t  c o n d i t i o n  o r  p r e - c h e c k .   J e s u s
d e l i v e r e d  d i v i n e  m e r c y .   W e  a r e  a s k e d  t o  d o
t h e  s a m e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l i v e d  e x a m p l e  o f  o u r
m a s t e r .   A n d  w h a t  a b o u t  o u r  o w n  p o v e r t y  o f
s p i r i t ?  A r e  w e  a b l e  t o  b e c o m e  s p i r i t u a l l y
s i m p l e  a n d  p o o r  a l l o w i n g  d i v i n e  m e r c y  i t s

e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  u s ?

P r a y e r :  G r e a t  D i v i n e  M e r c y ,  s t r i p  m e  i n
p o v e r t y  o f  a l l  a t t i t u d e s  s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  m e

a n d  a  l o v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  y o u  a n d
t h e  w o r l d  y o u  c a m e  t o  s a v e .  L a y  m e  l o w  s o

t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e  l i f t e d  u p .  A m e n .

Wr i t t en  by  E r ic  Ask ren
CFC Lead  Chap la inPage 14



O n l y  w h e n  w e  a r e  s h a t t e r e d  a n d  b r o k e n  c a n
G r e a t  L o v e  c o m e  p o u r i n g  i n  t o  c o m f o r t  u s .  W i t h
t i m e ,  i n  g r i e f  a n d  l o s s  t h e  H o l y  O n e  f i l l s  u s  t o
o v e r f l o w i n g  w i t h  n e w n e s s  o f  l i f e .  C o n s i d e r  t h e
l o s s e s ,  d e a t h s ,  d a m a g e s  a n d  b u r n t  p l a c e s  y o u

h a v e  m o u r n e d  a s  t h e y ’ v e  g o n e  a w a y .  N o w  t h i n k
o n  w h o  y o u  h a v e  b e c o m e ,  w h a t  y o u  n o w  k n o w ,
a n d  w h a t  l o v e ,  l o s s ,  a n d  g r i e f  h a v e  t a u g h t  y o u

t h r o u g h  t h e  C o m f o r t e r .  I t  i s  g u a r a n t e e d  y o u  a n d
t h o s e  y o u  e n c o u n t e r  i n  y o u r  c l i m b i n g  l i f e  a l l
s h a r e  t h i s  s a m e  c r u x  o f  m o u r n i n g .  T h a n k f u l l y

t h e r e  i s  o n e  s o u r c e  o f  C o m f o r t  w e  a l l  s h a r e  a s
w e l l .

P r a y e r :  T e a r f u l  C o m f o r t e r ,  y o u  s h a r e  i n  o u r
m o u r n i n g  a n d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e

l o s s e s  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  M a y  w e  n o w  l o v e  a l l ,  a s  y o u
d o ,  w i t h  t h e  c o m f o r t i n g  l o v e  g r i e f  h a s  t a u g h t  u s .
M a y  w e  l o o k  l i k e  y o u  a s  w e  r u s h  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f

o t h e r s  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  g r i e f .  M a y  t h e
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  o v e r f l o w i n g  n e w n e s s  o f  l i f e  n o t

d i s a p p o i n t .  A m e n . Wr i t t en  by  E r ic  Ask ren
CFC Lead  Chap la inPage 15

“B lessed  a re  t hose  who  mou rn ,  f o r
t hey  wi l l  be  comfo r ted . ”  Ma t t hew 5 :4



T o  b e  m e e k  a n d  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  l o w l i n e s s  o f  i t s
p o s i t i o n  i s  t o  f u l l y  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  u p s i d e -

d o w n n e s s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d .  T h o s e  w h o  a r e
n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  m e e k n e s s  w i l l  s o o n  l e a r n  t h e
h u m b l e  t o n e  o f  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  -  c l i m b e r s  l e a r n
t h i s  v e r y  q u i c k l y  i f  t h e y  a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  t o .

O u r  c u l t u r e  v a l u e s  t h e  “ s e n d ” ,  “ p o w e r ” ,  a n d
“ s u m m i t t i n g ” .  T h e s e  a r e  g l o r i o u s  t o  a c h i e v e  -

t r u l y .  T h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  i s  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t ,  o n l y
u p s i d e - d o w n .  N o t h i n g n e s s ,  i n v i s i b l e  a n d

o r d i n a r y  a r e  h a l l m a r k s  o f  T h e  W a y .   U s u a l ,
h u m b l e ,  a n d  b o r i n g  e v e n  a r e  g r e a t  a n d  r e a d y

t o o l s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  G o d .

P r a y e r :  G r e a t e s t  H u m b l e  O n e ,  y o u  a b a n d o n e d
y o u r  t h r o n e  t o  s h o w  u s  T h e  W a y .  M a y  o u r  f e e t

f a l l  t r u l y  i n t o  y o u r  b o o t - t r a c k  a n d  m a y  y o u r
m e e k  g e n t l e n e s s  l e a d  u s  t o  e v e r - l o w l y  h u m i l i t y

t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  r e v e a l s  o u r  f i n a l  i n h e r i t a n c e .
A m e n .

Wr i t t en  by  E r ic  Ask ren
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“B lessed  a re  t he  meek ,  f o r  t hey  wi l l
i nhe r i t  t he  ea r t h . ”  Ma t t hew 5 :5



I f  w e  a l l o w  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t a k e  a  s t e p  b a c k  a n d  h a v e
e y e s  t o  s e e  a n d  e a r s  t o  h e a r  –  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e

w o r l d  c a n  b e  b l i n d i n g  a n d  c r i e s  o f  h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t
c a n  b e  d e a f e n i n g .  T h e  s t a r t l i n g  r e a l i t y  u n f o l d i n g

a r o u n d  u s  c a n  b e  e v e n  m o r e  a c u t e  w h e n  w e  c o n t r a s t
a l l  w e  h a v e  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e .  W e  m a y

h a v e  t o  r a t i o n  o u r  w a t e r  o n  a  l o n g  m u l t i - p i t c h  c l i m b
a n d  d e s c e n d  t h i r s t y ,  b u t  w e ’ l l  l i k e l y  n e v e r  a c h e  f o r

f o o d  o r  t h i r s t  f o r  d r i n k  l i k e  t h o s e  w h o  t r u l y  d o .  I t
c a n  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  s p i r i t  t o  t h e  c o r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o

r e l a t e  w i t h  a  s u f f e r i n g  w o r l d  w h e n  w e  h a v e  n o t
s u f f e r e d  t h e  s a m e .  M a y  t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  w e  s e e k

r e f l e c t  t r u e  h u n g e r  a n d  t r u e  t h i r s t  a s  w e  e n g a g e  t h e
C r e a t o r ’ s  w o r l d .

P r a y e r :  H o l y  O n e  w h o  u n d e r s t a n d s  h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t
f i r s t h a n d ,  m a y  w e  s o  h u m b l y  e x p e r i e n c e

r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t h a t  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  h u n g e r  i s  f i l l e d  a n d
t h i r s t  s l a k e d .   U n i t e  w i t h  o u r  s p i r i t s  o v e r  t h e

h e a r t b r e a k  o f  t h e  w o r l d  –  h u m a n s ,  a n i m a l s ,  t h e  e a r t h
h e r s e l f  –  a s  w e  b e a r  w i t n e s s  t o  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  m e n d

i t  a s  w e  a r e  a b l e .  A m e n
Wr i t ten  by  E r ic  Ask ren
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“B lessed  a re  t hose  who  hunge r  and
th i r s t  f o r  r i gh teousness ,  f o r  t hey  wi l l

be  f i l l ed . ”  Ma t t hew 5 :6



I n  o u r  p a s s i o n  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  W a y  o f  J e s u s ,  i t
i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  c r i t i c i z e  t h o s e  w h o

a r e  n o t  r e a d y  f o r  s u c h  d e e p  s p i r i t u a l  d e s i r e .
M o r e o v e r  w e  m u s t  f o r g i v e  t h e  w r o n g d o i n g s  o f
o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  o n  t h i s  W a y  o f  J e s u s  w i t h  t h e

s a m e  h u m i l i t y  a n d  g e n t l e  k i n d n e s s  t h a t  o u r
s a v i o r  s h o w e d  a l l  w h o  c r o s s e d  h i s  p a t h .

E v e r y o n e  a n d  a l l  t h i n g s  m u s t  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  t a k e
r e f u g e  i n  t h e  g r a c e  o f  C h r i s t  a s  t h e i r  i n h e r e n t
d i g n i t y  i s  r e b u i l t  w i t h  t h e  S p i r i t ’ s  c o m p a s s i o n ,

p r e s e n c e  a n d  m e r c y .

P r a y e r :  M o s t  M e r c i f u l  O n e ,  g e n t l y  t e a c h  u s  n o t
t o  s i m p l y  t o l e r a t e  o t h e r s  b u t  t o  s t e p  f u l l y  i n t o
c o m p a s s i o n .  T r u e  c o m p a s s i o n  c o m e s  w h e n  w e

a r e  n o  l o n g e r  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o n  t h e  m a r g i n s ,
b u t  i n s t e a d  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  t h e m .

I n  y o u r  S p i r i t  m a y  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  “ u s ”  a n d
“ t h e m ”  b l u r  a n d  m a y  w e  r e c e i v e  y o u r  m e r c y  a s

w e  g r a t e f u l l y  g i v e  i t  o u t .
Wr i t t en  by  E r ic  Ask ren
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 “B lessed  a re  t he  me rc i f u l ,  f o r  t hey
wi l l  be  shown mercy . ”  Ma t t hew 5 : 7



B e i n g  p u r e  i n  h e a r t  h a s  l i t t l e  t o  d o  w i t h  i d e o l o g i e s
o r  m o r a l  a t t i t u d e s .  W e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  b y  t h e  e a r l y

c h u r c h  m o t h e r s  a n d  f a t h e r s  t h a t  t h e  C r e a t o r  i s  s e e n
b y  t h e  h a n d i w o r k  o f  c r e a t i o n .  L i s t e n i n g  t o  a

b i r d s o n g ,  w a t c h i n g  a  s m a l l  c h i l d  p l a y  i n  t h e  d i r t ,
m a k i n g  a  s n o w  a n g e l  o r  v i e w i n g  w a v e s  c o m e  t o

s h o r e  a l l  b r i n g  u s  i n t o  d i r e c t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  G o d .
G a i n i n g  a  p u r e  h e a r t  i s  n o t  a  l i n e a r  p a t h  w i t h

c h e c k - m a r k s  o n  a  “ t o - d o ”  l i s t .  I t  i s  m o r e  l i k e  a
s p i r a l  j o u r n e y  o f  f i r s t  a s c e n t  t r a d - c l i m b i n g  u p  a
v a r i e d  c r a c k s  s y s t e m ,  p u n c t u a t e d  b y  m o m e n t s  o f

t r a n s p a r e n t  s e e i n g ,  c l e a r  h e a r i n g ,  a n d  o p e n  h e a r t e d
r e f l e c t i n g  o f  t h e  T r u e  L i g h t  t h a t ’ s  c o m e  i n t o  t h e

w o r l d .

P r a y e r :  O h  P u r e  O n e ,  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  o u r
h e a r t s  t h a t  w e  m a y  s e e  y o u .  R e f l e c t  y o u r  o w n  i m a g e
o n  o u r  s o u l ’ s  m i r r o r  p o l i s h i n g  i t  t o  r e f l e c t  p e r f e c t l y
y o u r  l i k e n e s s .  I n  t h i s  o n - g o i n g  n e v e r - f i n i s h e d  t a s k
o f  p u r i f i c a t i o n  m a y  y o u r  d i v i n e  l i g h t  p o u r  o v e r  u s

b u r n i n g  a w a y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n o t  t r u e .  A m e n .

Wr i t t en  by  E r ic  Ask ren
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 “B lessed  a re  t he  pu re  i n  hea r t ,  f o r
t hey  wi l l  see  God . ”  Mat t hew 5 :8



T h i s  b e a t i t u d e  s e e m s  a  c a l l  t o  a c t i o n  m o r e  t h a n
o n e  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n .  T h e  m a k i n g  o f  p e a c e  i s

r e a d i l y  q u e s t i o n e d  i n  c u l t u r e s  w h o s e  i d o l s  a r e
a r m e d  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  p r o f i t s  a r e  f r o m  w a r .

S t e p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  p e a c e m a k e r  c a n  b e
c o u n t e r - c u l t u r a l  a n d  s e e m s  t y p i c a l  o f  J e s u s ’

W a y .  D o  m y  b e h a v i o r s  a n d  a c t i o n s  s e e m  t y p i c a l
o f  J e s u s ’  w a y ?  H o w  c a n  I  a l i g n  m y  h a n d s  a n d

f e e t  t o  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o f  m y  M a s t e r ?  T h e r e  a r e
g r e a t  g l a c i a l  c r e v a s s e s  m a d e  b y  t h e  r a g e  o f

v i o l e n c e  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n ,
a l l  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  v u l n e r a b l e  a n d   t a m i n g

t h e  b e a s t  o f  h o s t i l i t y .  T h e  S p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t  i s
q u i t e  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  w i s d o m  o n  o u r  w a y  t o

b e c o m i n g  p e a c e m a k e r s .

P r a y e r :  G r e a t  F o r g e r  o f  o u r  h e a r t s ,  b e a t  o u r  s w o r d s
i n t o  p l o w s h a r e s  a n d  s p e a r s  i n t o  t o o l s  f o r  p r u n i n g

o u r  o w n  i n t e r i o r s   o f  v i o l e n c e .  A i d  u s  i n  b e i n g
a c t i v e l y  m o v i n g  c i t i z e n s  o f  a  k i n g d o m  t h a t  k n o w s

w a r  n o  m o r e .  A m e n .
Wr i t t en  by  E r ic  Ask ren
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“B lessed  a re  t he  peacemake rs ,  f o r
t hey  wi l l  be  ca l led  ch i ld ren  o f  God . ”

Mat thew 5 :9



M a n y  a r e  q u i c k  t o  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  i l l - u s e d  w h e n
s o m e o n e  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  a  n a r r o w  t a k e  o n  G o d - t a l k
a n d  c r y  “ f o u l ! ”  w h e n  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  o v e r  c u l t u r a l

a n d  s o c i a l  m a t t e r s  n e v e r  a d d r e s s e d  b y  J e s u s  i n  h i s
r e c o r d e d  w o r d .  T r u e  p e r s e c u t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f

r i g h t e o u s n e s s  i s  a  r a r e  t h i n g  a n d  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d  i t ,  t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t .  W e  a r e

d e c l a r e d  r i g h t e o u s  n o t  b y  o u r  o w n  d o i n g ,  t h i n k i n g ,  o r
b e l i e v i n g ,  b u t  b y  t h e  b r e a t h  o f  o u r  C r e a t o r  r e -

v i v i f y i n g  u s  t o  n e w n e s s  o f  l i f e  t h r o u g h  t h e  S p i r i t .  W e
m o v e  f r o m  t h e  d e a t h - z o n e  b a c k  d o w n  t o  h i g h - c a m p
a n d  l i f e  i s  r e s t o r e d .  W h e n  w e  l i v e  i n  t h a t  n e w n e s s
o f  l i f e  a b i d i n g  t h e r e  r e g u l a r l y  a n d  t h e n  e x p e r i e n c e

p e r s e c u t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t  -  w e  w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  e a s i l y
( a n d  q u i e t l y  t o  o u r s e l v e s )  t h a t  w e  h a v e  e n t e r e d  t h e

d o m a i n  o f  t h e  s a i n t s .

P r a y e r :  G r e a t  S h e p h e r d  o f  t h e  s h e e p ,  p r o t e c t  a l l  w h o
a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  c o n d e m n a t i o n  a n d  r e j e c t i o n .  W h e n

b e t r a y a l  a r r i v e s  a t  o u r  d o o r  m a y  w e  w e l c o m e  i t  i n  a s
a  g u e s t  w h o  w i l l  t e a c h  u s  t h e  v e r y  w a y  o f  t h e  c r o s s .
M a y  w e  h u m b l y  b e  p u t  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  l i n e  b e i n g

f o o l s  f o r  Y o u .  A m e n .
Wr i t t en  by  E r ic  Ask ren
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“B lessed  a re  t hose  who  a re  pe rsecu ted
because  o f  r i gh teousness ,  f o r  t he i r s  i s
t he  k i ngdom o f  heaven . ”  Ma t t hew 5 : 10



H e r e  w e  s e e  a  p r o m i s e  o f  G o d .  T h e  w o r d  " s t a y e d "
m e a n s  f i x e d  a s  i n  t o  f i x a t e .  W h e n  w e  t r u s t  H i m  a n d
f i x  o u r  t h o u g h t s  o n  H i m  r a t h e r  t h a n  o u r  t r o u b l e s ,  H e
k e e p s  u s  i n  p e r f e c t  p e a c e .  T h a t  p e a c e  c o m e s  f r o m

G o d ’ s  s t r e n g t h ,  n o t  o u r  o w n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  w e
n a t u r a l l y  w a n t  t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  t r y  t o

s o l v e  i t  o u r s e l v e s .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  w h y  w e  n e e d  t o  b e
i n  G o d ' s  w o r d  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  m e m o r i z e  s c r i p t u r e  s o

t h a t  w e  c a n  b r i n g  t r u t h s  a b o u t  G o d  t o  m i n d  w h e n  w e
a r e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  s t r u g g l e .  E v e r y  t i m e  w e  t u r n  o u r

t h o u g h t s  t o  G o d ,  w e  w i n  t h a t  b a t t l e .  O v e r  t i m e ,  o u r
f o c u s  s h i f t s  m o r e  q u i c k l y  t o  G o d ,  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o

s p e a k  S c r i p t u r e  a n d  t r u s t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e
w i t h  H i m .  I  w a n t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t h a t  y o u r  t h o u g h t s

d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  n i c e  o r  p r e t t y ,  t h e y  j u s t  n e e d  t o
f o c u s  o n  G o d .  H e  k n o w s  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  a l r e a d y ,  s o

y o u  w i l l  n o t  s h o c k  H i m .  G o d  l o v e s  y o u  a n d  H e  f i g h t s
f o r  y o u .

P r a y e r :  G o d ,  I  c h o o s e  t o  f i x  m y  t h o u g h t s  o n  Y o u  a n d
h a n d  o v e r  m y  w o r r i e s ,  t r u s t i n g  Y o u r  p r o m i s e  t o  k e e p
m e  i n  p e r f e c t  p e a c e ,  a n d  I  t h a n k  Y o u  f o r  f i g h t i n g  f o r

m e  a n d  m e e t i n g  m e  w i t h  Y o u r  c a l m  p r e s e n c e .
Wr i t t en  by  Jonn ie  Wh i tcomb

CFC Board  Member
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"You  keep  h im  i n  pe r fec t  peace  whose
mind  i s  s tayed  on  you ,  because  he  t r us t s

i n  you . "  I sa iah  26 :3



H a v e  y o u  e v e r  c l i m b e d  w i t h  s o m e o n e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  y o u ?  Y o u ’ r e  s t r u g g l i n g  u p  a  5 . 1 0

w h i l e  t h e y  c a s u a l l y  o n - s i g h t  a  5 . 1 2 .  I t ’ s  e a s y  t o
f a l l  i n t o  c o m p a r i s o n — t h i n k i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  w a y s  y o u

n e e d  t o  b e  s t r o n g e r ,  b e t t e r ,  o r  f a s t e r .
O u r  s p i r i t u a l  w a l k  c a n  f e e l  t h e  s a m e .  W e  t h i n k ,  I f  I
p r a y e d  m o r e ,  r e a d  m y  B i b l e  b e t t e r ,  o r  h a d  s t r o n g e r
f a i t h ,  m a y b e  I  w o u l d n ’ t  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  d o u b t ,  w o r r y ,
o r  l o n e l i n e s s .  W e  a s s u m e  w e a k n e s s  m e a n s  f a i l u r e .

B u t  G o d  s a y s  o t h e r w i s e .  H i s  g r a c e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t
r i g h t  n o w ,  n o t  a f t e r  w e  i m p r o v e .  H i s  s t r e n g t h  i s
r e v e a l e d  n o t  w h e n  w e  h a v e  i t  a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t

w h e n  w e  a d m i t  w e  d o n ’ t .
Y o u  a r e  n o t  b e h i n d .  Y o u  a r e  n o t  l a c k i n g .

Y o u  a r e  e n o u g h — b e c a u s e  H e  i s .

P r a y e r :  G o d ,  t h a n k  Y o u  t h a t  I  a m  e n o u g h  b e c a u s e  o f
Y o u r  g r a c e .  I n  m o m e n t s  I  f e e l  w e a k ,  r e m i n d  m e  Y o u r

g r a c e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d  Y o u r  p o w e r  i s  a t  w o r k .
A m e n .

Wr i t t en  by  Be tsy  B in i sh
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“My  g race  i s  su f f i c ien t  f o r  you ,  f o r  my
s t reng th  i s  made  pe r fec t  i n  weakness . ”

2  Cor i n t h ians  12 :9



I ’ v e  a l w a y s  l o v e d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  E l i j a h ,  b o t h  b e c a u s e  h e ’ s
p r e t t y  i n t e n s e  i n  f a i t h  a n d  b e c a u s e  I  a m  n a m e d  a f t e r

h i m .  W h e n  h e  f i r s t  e n t e r s  t h e  s c e n e  w e  d o n ’ t  k n o w  m u c h
a b o u t  h i m ,  b u t  w e  d o  k n o w  h e ’ s  a l l  i n  f o r  t h e  L o r d  a n d

r u n s  h e a d l o n g  i n t o  t h e  m i s s i o n  h e ’ s  g i v e n .  T h e
m o u n t a i n t o p  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  M t .  C a r m e l  -  w h e r e  G o d

f i r e s  ( l i t e r a l l y )  t h e  p r o p h e t s  o f  B a a l  a n d  t h e n  E l i j a h
s p r i n t s  a  m a r a t h o n  f a s t e r  t h a n  h o r s e s  -  i s  p r o b a b l y  h i s

b e s t  k n o w n  w o r k .
B u t ,  m u c h  l i k e  J e s u s ,  h i s  m i s s i o n  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t s  a l o n e

i n  a  d e s e r t .  H e  e a t s  s c r a p s  f r o m  R a v e n s  a n d  d r i n k s
s t r e a m w a t e r .  A n d  a f t e r  t h a t  s e e m i n g l y  p o i n t l e s s

a n e c d o t e  a b o u t  t h e  s t a r t  t o  h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  G o d  t e l l s  h i m
t o  g o  m e e t  a n  i m p o v e r i s h e d  w i d o w  a n d  s h a r e  i n  h e r  l a s t

t i n y  b i t  o f  f o o d .  { W h a t  t h e  h e c k ,  G o d ! ? }
I ’ v e  r e a d  t h i s  p a s s a g e  d o z e n s  o f  t i m e s ,  b u t  i t  h i t  m e

w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  n e w :  T w i c e ,  G o d  t e l l s  E l i j a h  t o  g o
s o m e w h e r e  a n d  t w i c e  G o d  s a y s  “ I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  t o l d

t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  y o u . ”  S o  E l i j a h  g o e s .
S i m i l a r l y ,  o n e  o f  C F C ’ s  f o u n d i n g  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a s

a l w a y s  s a i d ,  “ W h e r e  G o d  G u i d e s ,  H e  p r o v i d e s ! ”  
T h e  g o o d  w o r k  o f  l i v i n g  a n d  s p e a k i n g  t h e  h o p e  o f  J e s u s
m a y  f e e l  r i s k y ,  b u t  G o d  d o e s  n o t  c a l l  u s  w i t h o u t  a  p l a n .

H e  h a s  a l r e a d y  s e t  p r o v i s i o n  i n  m o t i o n .  
H e  g o e s  b e f o r e  u s . Wr i t ten  by  E l i  Con lee
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A f ina l  no te  f rom CFC’s  Execu t i ve  Di rec to r :
He Goes  Be fo re  Us

2  K ings  1 7 : 1 -24



A r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e
s u p p o r t  f o r  y o u r  f a i t h ?  H a v e

p r a y e r  r e q u e s t s ?  

V i s i t  c l i m b e r s f o r c h r i s t . o r g
o r  r e a c h  o u t  t o  u s  a t

i n f o @ c l i m b e r s f o r c h r i s t . o r g  
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	Grit & Grace
	This devotional was written by the leaders of Climbers for Christ just for you. Encouraging Jesus-followers and using our love of climbing as an outreach for Christ is how this whole thing started back in the ‘80s. Our vision is the same as it always was: We exist so that every climber may have the opportunity to experience and follow Jesus.

	“I will not abandon you or leave you alone. Be strong and brave” Joshua 1:1-9
	“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” Jeremiah 33:3
	“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”  1 Corinthians 10:13
	“Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.” Matthew 3:8-9
	“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, being understood by what has been made, so that they are without excuse.” Romans 1:20
	“and what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8
	“The Lord is my strength! He will make me as surefooted as the deer.” Habakkuk 3:19
	If only I was as surefooted as the mountain goats I see while out in the Cascades! And I’ll freely admit that my footwork is a climbing weakness I constantly try to improve. But this is really about the steps of life. Psalm 119 talks about His word lighting our paths. Here we find that God doesn’t just light the way, He also gives us the strength and skill to actually walk it out. Life is full of things that cause us to stumble but God through His Spirit makes it possible for us to stay steady and surefooted.
	Prayer: Thank you Father for the gift of Your Spirit that makes it possible for me to navigate each day, help me to trust in your guidance.

	“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” ‭‭ 1 Corinthians‬ ‭10‬:‭31
	I used to feel like this verse was a heavy weight because I was and am so keenly aware of how poorly I do this. The reality is that I need the presence and power of God in me to truly give Him glory in all things. His glory isn’t dependent on me. But He can and will use even my poorest efforts to bring Himself glory. So let’s walk forward in the freedom that His Spirit brings and let Him use us to display His glory to the world around us without the pressure that we need to make it happen.
	Prayer: Thank you Lord for always doing what is good, right, and perfect even when I don’t.

	“From the ends of the earth I call to you,     I call as my heart grows faint;     lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Psalm 61:2
	To me, the verse has two meanings. If you only look at the part we quote on the old CFC carabiner, "Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I" it sort of applies to the good times and when you feel at your best. It's a reminder that the Lord is still bigger and more important and better than you. But, if you look at the beginning of the verse, "From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my heart grows faint" it applies to the bad times, when you feel at your worst. It's a reminder that the Lord is bigger than your problems and that there's hope ahead for you if you just follow His lead.
	Prayer: Dear Lord, please guide me in all my work, family life, and social life to follow you, The Rock. Amen.

	Daniel Chapter 3
	Aren’t there times in our lives when we’re called to bow down to something? Whether it’s a cultural hot topic, wealth, pride, whatever idol is thrown in front of you, we are called to worship Jesus, and only Jesus. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (also known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) were pressured to bow down to a golden statue of Nebuchadnezzar and refused. After being thrown into the fiery furnace, Nebuchadnezzar leapt to his feet and said, “I see four men walking around in the fire… and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” We will have trials in this life, but please know that God will walk through the fire with us and we’ll emerge on the other side unscathed.
	Prayer: Dear Lord, please give me courage to stand firm on the Word of God against the cultural idols of our time and not bow down to them. Amen.

	"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." Galatians 2:20
	“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3
	Jesus set aside his God-wealth and stood in solidarity with the outcasts, strangers, marginalized and struggling - the folks we bump into at the gym or crag. Jesus fed, loved and attended to those around him without condition or pre-check. Jesus delivered divine mercy. We are asked to do the same following the lived example of our master. And what about our own poverty of spirit? Are we able to become spiritually simple and poor allowing divine mercy its encounter with us?
	Prayer: Great Divine Mercy, strip me in poverty of all attitudes standing between me and a loving relationship with the you and the world you came to save. Lay me low so that you may be lifted up. Amen.

	“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” Matthew 5:4
	“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” Matthew 5:5
	“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” Matthew 5:6
	“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” Matthew 5:7
	“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” Matthew 5:8
	“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” Matthew 5:9
	“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:10
	"You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you." Isaiah 26:3
	“My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9
	A final note from CFC’s Executive Director: He Goes Before Us 2 Kings 17:1-24
	Are you looking for more support for your faith? Have prayer requests?


